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A.  Kerensky and the Provisional Government

After Czar Nicholas II abdicated his throne, politicians set up a Provisional (temporary) Government.  Alexander Kerensky (1881 -1970) was a major political leader before and during the Russian Revolutions of 1917 and served as the second Prime Minister of the Provisional Government. 

Alexander Kerensky’s Program for the Provisional Government

1. An immediate forgiveness for all political and religious offences.

2. Freedom of speech and the press, freedom to form labor unions

3. The abolition (end) of all social, religious, and national restrictions.

4. Universal, direct and equal suffrage.

5. Continued support for soldiers and World War I.

What were Kerensky’s plans for Russia?

B.  Vladimir Lenin (1870 -1924)
During Kerensky’s rule in Russia, the Bolshevik Party led by Lenin strengthened itself. They used propaganda to encourage people to support the organization as well as a powerful private army (The Red Guard). On October 24th, 1917, (called the October Revolution) Lenin successfully overthrew Alexander Kerensky, and seized control of Russia.
Vladimir Lenin’s adaptation of Marxist Ideas (Communism) for the Russian People

1. Immediate end of participation in World War I

2. Power in the hands of workers and the poorest peasants.

3. No support for democracy.

4. Salaries of all government officials should not be more than the average wage of a worker

5. Peace, Bread, and Land

“Comrades . . . . we shall have a soviet government without the participation of the bourgeoisie of any kind. The oppressed masses will form a government. One of our immediate tasks is to put an end to the war at once. . . We will establish a real control on production. . .  We have the strength of mass organization which has conquered all and will lead the proletarian to world revolution. . . . Peace, Land and Bread Now!”
- Lenin, 1917
What is the purpose of Lenin’s Speech (Persuade, Inform, Entertain)? Explain. 

C. Group Work 
In groups, you must examine each document (6 total) and decide whether there is evidence that shows Lenin as a hero or not. 

· Summarize the document

· Discuss the document, and decide AS A GROUP if it shows Lenin as a hero or not.
	Document
	Summarize the document.
	Lenin – Hero or Tyrant?

Explain your group’s decision.
	Is this a reliable source to learn about Lenin’s policies?

	1. The Russian Civil War

	
	
	

	2. Policies of Lenin and the Bolsheviks 
	
	
	

	3. The Cheka (Secret Police) 


	
	
	

	4. N.E.P. (New Economic Policy) 


	
	
	

	5. Lenin Supports Jews in Russia
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D. Socratic Seminar

The Socratic seminar is a formal discussion, based on a text, in which the teacher has open-ended questions, but students lead the discussion. Within the context of the discussion, students listen closely to the comments of others, thinking critically for themselves, and articulate their own thoughts and their responses to the thoughts of others.  There will be an inner circle and an outer circle of partners.
	Inner Circle
	Outer Circle

	Ask questions

Answer questions

Place post it in front of desk once you speak
	Track partner following observation form below
Tale notes on Lenin 


Socratic Seminar Observation Form
Directions: Each time your partner does one of the following, put a check in the box.

Your name: ___________________                                  Partner: __________________

Speaks in the Discussion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Looks at the person who is speaking

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Refers to the text 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Responds to another speaker

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Interrupts another speaker

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Engages in side conversation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Lenin Hero or Tyrant?
	Hero
	Tyrant

	
	


Answer the following questions after the Socratic Seminar.  Use complete sentences.

What is one point someone else said that you agree with?  Who said it and what did they say?

Did you say anything that you wish you didn’t? If so, what?  If not, what is something you wished you said?

As a participant, what area of the process will you work on for next time?  How will you improve your participation?  Write one goal you’d like to set for the next seminar.

