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A. Imperialism

Throughout the 1800’s, many strong and wealthy countries wanted to expand their power beyond their own territories.  Due to this, they started invading foreign lands and exploiting the resources and people of those lands for their own advantage.  This is called imperialism.  Imperialism is when a strong country takes over a weaker country in three ways: politically, economically and socially. 
What is Imperialism?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In your opinion, is it a good idea for a country to imperialize other lands? (Claim and Evidence)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Causes of Imperialism

Imperialism had many causes:

1. Economic – Desire for money and goods (natural resources) 
2. Military - a country has a strong army and wants to show the world how strong it is.

3. Social Darwinism - People who believe in Social Darwinism thought that people from Europe were the strongest and fittest, and for that reason, had a responsibility to control other lands.

4. Nationalism - Nationalism is when the people of a country have a strong sense of pride and love for their country.  People are so proud of their own country that they feel like they are doing a favor to other countries by spreading their beliefs to them. People love their countries, and some don’t mind if their leaders take over other nations and force the conquered people to follow their government, their economic system and beliefs.
In your opinion, which of the 4 reasons is the best reason to imperialize another country? (Claim and Evidence) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Reasons for Imperialism Gallery Walk

*When historians are sourcing a document, they consider who wrote a document as well as the circumstances of its creation to figure out if there may be bias.
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