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A. India 
Historical Context: Remember Imperialism and the Caste System! The population boom and the Green Revolution led millions of rural families to migrate to cities (urbanization).  But overcrowded cities like Kolkata (Calcutta) and Mumbai (Bombay) could not provide jobs for everyone or even basic needs such as water or sewage systems. 
Human Rights Violations: India’s constitution bans discrimination against Dalits (people of the lowest caste), but discrimination continues. In India, more than 1/3 of people live in poverty unable to meet basic needs for food clothing and shelter.  The majority of these people are Dalits.  Dalits traditionally do the dirtiest manual jobs and even if a Dalit scavenger can afford to buy a cow and sell milk or open a shop, for example, upper caste customers are unlikely to buy any of the produce. To help the urban poor, Mother Teresa, a Roman Catholic nun, founded the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta in 1950.  This group provided food and medial to thousands. Today, Missionaries of Charity have 19 homes in Kolkata (Calcutta) which include homes for women, orphaned children, and homes for the dying, and for those dying of AIDS, a school for street children, and a leper colony. These services are provided, without charge, to people regardless of their religion or social status.
B. Cambodia
Historical Context: In 1975, the Khmer Rouge (Cambodian communist guerillas) fought against the government and took control over the country. 
Human Rights Violations: Led by Pol Pot, they destroyed all Western influences and forced people to work in the fields.  He targeted anyone that went against him, which typically included people from the previous government, the educated and the wealthy. The Khmer Rouge slaughtered, starved or worked to death more than a million Cambodians, about a third of the population.  Today, it is officially a multiparty democracy, however, the Cambodian People's Party (Communism) controls both houses and Prime Minister Hun Sen, former Khmer Rouge, has been in power since 1985. In August 2014, a U.N. war crimes tribunal, (Khmer Rouge Tribunal), sentenced two former Khmer Rouges to life in prison due to war crimes.  Pol Pot died in 1998 and therefore could not be put on trial. 
C. Myanmar 
Historical Context: Burma won independence from Britain in 1948 and took the name Myanmar.  A military dictatorship ruled from 1962-2011.  The military isolated Myanmar and imposed state socialism modeled on China’s system.  The government jailed, killed, or exiled critics.  The opposition leader, Aung San Suu Kyi spent 15 years under house arrest for trying to bring democracy to Myanmar by using nonviolence. In 1991 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize and was released from house arrest in 2010. In 2011, the military allowed a civilian government to take control and Aung San Suu Kyi gained a high position in the government.  
Human Rights Violations: About 730,000 Rohingya Muslims have fled from since a military crackdown in 2016. The Rohingya were targeted because they were Muslim while most of the country is Buddhist.  The Rohingya are deprived of the right to free movement and of higher education. They have been denied Myanmar citizenship. They are not allowed to travel without official permission. They are subjected to routine forced labor where typically a Rohingya man will have to give up one day a week to work on military or government projects. Myanmar has banned the U.N. officials from coming to the country. A U.N. fact-finding mission said that Myanmar’s military carried out mass killings and gang rapes of Rohingya with “genocidal intent” and called for generals to be prosecuted. Myanmar and Aung San Suu Kyi rejected the findings. 
D. Argentina

Historical Context: During the “Dirty War” in Argentina (1976 – 1983), a military government came to power. Human Rights Violations: The government abducted, tortured, and killed anyone they claimed were “subversives” (against the government). Many of them were young people, mainly students, trying to express their dissatisfactions with the regime. The kidnapped people became referred to as the disappeared. The government destroyed any records that would help the families find the bodies and prevented any discussion of the matter. In 1977 a group of mothers began to meet each Thursday in the large Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires, the site of Argentina’s government. There they walked in non-violent demonstrations. As they walked, they chanted: “We want our children; we want them to tell us where they are.” A civilian government began in 1983. The Madres focused on working with the democratic government promoting legislation to help recover remains. Madres organizations which used similar non-violent techniques were formed in other authoritarian countries which also “disappeared” citizens, such as Bolivia, Brazil, Chile Paraguay and Uruguay in the mid-1970s. 

E. Chile 

Historical Context: In 1970, communist President Salvador Allende was elected, but the Congress of Chile advocated a free-market economy (capitalism).  The conflict reached a boiling point in 1973. Allende's appointed army chief, Augusto Pinochet was the leader of the military and staged a coup d’état. (It is debated whether the U.S. supported Pinochet in order to get rid the communist government.) Pinochet was determined to have capitalism in Chile. He transformed a bankrupt economy into the wealthiest in Latin America. 
Human Rights Violations: Pinochet took many actions that violated human rights to get rid of his opponents:

 For example: 

· Tens of thousands of Allende sympathizers were rounded up and brutally interrogated after the coup.  

· Retired military personnel were named heads of universities, and they fired faculty

· The press was censored

· the National Intelligence Directorate, persecuted, tortured and killed opponents within and outside of Chile
In 1989, under a new constitution a vote was held and Democrat Patricio Aylwin, became president in 1990. He created The National Commission for Truth and Reconciliation Report which research the human rights violations.  The stated what human rights were violated, tried to identify victims, and to recommend measures to prevent human rights violations in the future.

UN Declaration of Human Rights 

1. We Are All Born Free & Equal. We are all born free. We all have our own thoughts and ideas. We should all be treated the same way. 

2. Don’t Discriminate. These rights belong to everybody, whatever our differences. 

3. The Right to Life. We all have the right to life, and to live in freedom and safety.

4. No Slavery. Nobody has any right to make us a slave. We cannot make anyone our slave. 

5. No Torture. Nobody has any right to hurt us or torture us. 

6. You Have Rights No Matter Where You Go. I am a person just like you! 

7. We’re All Equal Before the Law. The law is the same for everyone. It must treat us all fairly.

8. Your Human Rights Are Protected by Law. We can all ask for the law to help us when we are not treated fairly.

9. No Unfair Detainment. Nobody has the right to put us in prison without good reason and keep us there, or to send us away from our country.

10. The Right to Trial. If we are put on trial this should be in public. The people who try us should not let anyone tell them what to do.

11. We’re Always Innocent Till Proven Guilty. Nobody should be blamed for doing something until it is proven. When people say we did a bad thing we have the right to should it is not true. 

12. The Right to Privacy. Nobody should try to harm our good name. Nobody has the right to come into our home, open our letters, or bother us or our family without a good reason. 

13. Freedom to Move. We all have the right to go where we want in our own country and to travel as we wish. 

14. The Right to Seek a Safe Place to Live. If we are frightened of being badly treated in our own country, we all have the right to run away to another country to be safe. 

15. Right to a Nationality. We all have the right to belong to a country
