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A. Identification (1939 - 1941) 
In 1939, German authorities said Jewish men and women had to carry identity cards.  Beginning in September 1941, all Jews had wear to wear the yellow Star of David with the word Jude (Jew) worn on the left side of one's chest.  

 “When the Nazis took power, our suffering began.  Anti-Jewish laws quickly began to affect us.  We had to wear a yellow star to identify ourselves.  We could not ride bicycles anymore.  We could not drive or take the trains.  We could only do our shopping between 3 and 5 o’clock in special shops labeled “Jewish Shop.”  We had to be indoors by 8:00 and could not go to the theater, movies or any other kinds of entertainment.  We could not play sports or visit the houses of our Christian friends.” 

- Anne Frank, June 20, 1942
List three anti-Jewish laws that Anne Frank writes about in this passage.      
What was the purpose in publishing Anne Frank’s diary (persuade, inform, entertain)?

B. Ghettos (1939-1942)
In Poland and other Nazi controlled areas, Germans rounded up Jews and put them into ghettos.  They were told they would be moved to special work areas.  Life in the ghettos was usually unbearable. Overcrowding was common, plumbing broke down, and human waste was thrown in the streets along with garbage. People were always hungry. Germans deliberately tried to starve residents by allowing them to purchase only small amounts of food. During the long winters, heating fuel was scarce, and many people lacked adequate clothing. People weakened by hunger and exposure to the cold became easy victims of disease. Tens of thousands died in the ghettos from illness, starvation, or cold. Some individuals killed themselves to escape their hopeless lives.
Make a claim about life in the ghettos. Use evidence to back up your claim. 

C. Concentration Camps (1941-1945)
Between 1941 and 1945, Germans built and operated 20 major concentration camps in Germany and Eastern Europe.  Jews and all others who Nazis believed threatened their race were packed onto trains cars and shipped to the camps.  After the trains entered the concentration camp, the prisoners were greeted by dogs and S.S. guards who pointed rifles at them and told them to get out of the train. The prisoners, then, were subjected to a selection which decided if they lived or died.  Those were deemed fit were tattooed with identification numbers.  Everything was taken from them, they were thrown into a room and hosed down with cold water, had their heads shaved and then were forced to work. Forced laborers were periodically subjected to selections, to weed out those weakened by overwork, disease, or hunger. 

After arriving in the camps, how were the prisoners treated?
D.  Extermination Camps (1942-1945)
Extermination camps were built during World War II to systematically kill millions of primarily Jewish victims. There were six extermination camps and were established within a very short time. From December 1941 to December 1942 Chelmno, Belzec, Treblinka, Sobibor, Auschwitz-Birkenau and Majdanek all became capable of functioning. Their position was chosen primarily from their location in Poland: they were all situated near railway lines. Auschwitz –Birkenau was the largest death camp. The camp prisoners worked hard to build the gas chambers and crematoria (ovens) that would eventually kill them. 

How did the geographic context influence the building locations of the extermination camps?
E. Videos
Take notes while watching the videos.  
	Essential Question: What was the difference between the mental and physical impact of concentration camps?
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Explain the extent to which these film clips are reliable sources on the Holocaust. (Reliable, somewhat reliable, or unreliable)

