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A.  Maria Theresa of Austria
Maria Theresa was the first and only ruling Empress of the Habsburg dynasty. She was Archduchess of Austria, and Queen of Hungary and Bohemia and ruler of other territories from 1740 until her death. She also became the Holy Roman Empress when her husband was elected Holy Roman Emperor. 

· Introduction of mandatory education in 1774 - the goal was to form an educated class from which civil servants could be recruited.
· Robot Patent, the serf reform designed to regulate the peasants' labor payments in all of the Habsburg lands.

"For it is very well known that persons able and willing to teach it (mathematics) are not found in every city . . . and every one that would be glad to learn has not the means to travel into distant countries in quest of proper masters.  This I know of my own experience, as I must ingeniously confess; for, notwithstanding the strong inclination I had for this science (mathematics), and the great application I made use to acquire it, I might still have been lost in the maze of inextricable difficulties, had I not been assisted by the secure guidance and sage direction of the very learned Professor Don Ramio Rampinelli, Monk of the Olivetan Order, and now Professor of Mathematics in the University of Pavia."
- Letter to her teacher

What were her views on education?

Did she embrace or reject the ideas of the Enlightenment?
B. Joseph II of Austria 
Joseph II was Holy Roman Emperor from 1765 to 1790. He was the eldest son of the empress Maria Theresa and her husband Francis I. 
· Patent of Tolerance (1781) providing limited guarantee of freedom of worship,
· Joseph abolished serfdom in 1781. Later, in 1789, he decreed that peasants must be paid in cash payments rather than labor obligations
· Abolishing torture altogether and removing the death penalty.
Given the historical context, why would he abolish serfdom ?

C.  Catherine the Great
Catherine II reigned as Empress of Russia for more than three decades. Her reign was the longest one since the establishment of the Russian Empire in 1721. She corresponded with many of the prominent minds of her era, including Voltaire and Diderot.
· She wrote a manual for the education of young children, drawing from the ideas of John Locke.
· Founded the famous Smolny Institute for noble young ladies. 
“You philosophers are lucky men. You write on paper and paper is patient. Unfortunate Empress that I am, I write on the susceptible skins of living beings.”

Did Catherine the Great embrace or reject the ideas of the Enlightenment?

D. Frederick the Great of Prussia
Frederick the Great was King of Prussia from 1740 until 1786.  He promoted education, tolerated other religions, abolished torture, distributed seed and crops to peasants.  He also greatly supported the philosophes financially and by giving them asylum in Prussia. 

“In most of the kingdoms of Europe there are provinces in which the peasants are serfs to their lords.  This, of all conditions, is the most unhappy, and is something humanity revolts.  No man certainly was born to be the slave of his equal.  We reasonably detest such an abuse, and it is supposed that nothing more than will is needed to abolish such a barbarous custom.  But this is not true.  It is held on ancient tenures, and contracts made between landholders and tenant farmers… Whoever should suddenly desire to abolish this abominable administration would entirely overthrow the present way of managing estates, and would be obliged, in part, to compensate (pay) the nobility for the losses which their rents must suffer.”

What policy is Frederick the Great considering abolishing? 
According to his quote, why can’t he abolish it?
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