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 Russian Revolution 4 – Stalin 
A. A Change of Leadership

In 1922, Vladimir Lenin renamed Russia, calling it the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) (also called the Soviet Union).  Soon after, he died in 1924. During the end of Lenin’s life, a Bolshevik named Joseph Stalin was gaining power in the new Communist government. Stalin became leader and he would continue many of Lenin’s Communist policies, but he would rule the USSR as a harsh dictator.
The Politics of a Communist and Capitalist Society

A Capitalist country usually has a democratic government.  This is when people vote to elect their leaders.  Communist countries, on the other hand, are run by “totalitarianism.”  Totalitarian leaders have “total” control over their country.

	WHAT DO I REMEMBER ABOUT COMMUNISM?




Why do you think a leader would need “total control” in a Communist country? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________















B. Stalin’s Actions
Directions: Examine the following documents with a partner and decide if it shows Stalin as a hero or villain.
1) Five Year Plans
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Stalin tried to increase the production of oil, coal, iron and electricity in the Soviet Union.  This was known as the Five Year Plan.
Does this show Stalin as a hero of the USSR?    
 yes   no  (circle one) 

Evidence:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2) Collectivization and the Great Famine

As part of the Five Year Plan, small farms were combined into government-owned larger farms.  This is called collectivization. Then the people who worked on the farms were ordered to produce more food.  People refused to farm their lands in protest and even less food was produced than before.  Those who resisted were shot or sent away to Siberia.  While this was happening a Ukrainian independence movement was forming.  Stalin eliminated the movement with the Holodomor. The Holodomor was a man-made famine in Soviet Ukraine in 1932 and 1933 that killed an officially estimated 7 million to 10 million people.  This is now considered a genocide. 
Does this show Stalin as a hero of the USSR?   yes   no  (circle one) 

Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Life Under Stalin’s Rule 
“The people worked very hard for very little pay. Their wages stayed the same no matter how hard they worked. Soviet workers ate bread, cereal and potatoes and not much else.  They ate very little meat.  Clothes were expensive and housing was the worst problem of all. Several families lived in one apartment at the same time. “

Does this show Stalin as a hero of the USSR?   yes   no  (circle one) 

Evidence:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	The Purge of the Red Army, 1937-38 

	Political Officials and Officers 
	Original Number 
	Executed 

	Members of Supreme Military Soviet 
	80 
	75 

	Vice-Commissars of Defense 
	11 
	11 

	Army Commissars 
	17 
	17 

	Corps Commissars 
	28 
	25 

	Brigade Commissars 
	36 
	34 

	Military Officers 
	80
	74

	Marshalls 
	5 
	3 

	Army Commanders 
	16 
	14 

	Corps Commanders 
	67 
	60 

	Division Commanders 
	199 
	136 

	Brigade Commanders 
	397 
	221 

	Note: Precise figures were never produced. These figures are based on a Soviet estimate made many years later, after Stalin's death. 


4) The Great Purge (1937-1938)

“Death solves all problems – no man, no problem.” – Joseph Stalin

Anyone who disagreed with Stalin, or those who were only suspected of unfriendly thoughts would be considered an “enemy of the people.” The government of the U.S.S.R. cracked down on anyone who was thought to be a threat to Stalin’s power.  This included other members of the Communist party, landowners and other people who did not meet their production quotas (required numbers of goods they were required to produce). Over 6 million people were arrested, 3 million of those people were executed and 2 million died in gulags (forced labor camps).  

Does this show Stalin as a hero of the USSR?   
yes   no  (circle one) 

Evidence:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
