Unit 3 Handout 3: Arguments, Fallacies and Line of Reasoning

A. Definitions
Argument: A claim or thesis that conveys a perspective developed through a line of reasoning and supported by evidence

Fallacy: a mistaken belief, especially one based on unsound argument; a failure in reasoning that renders an argument invalid. An argument is considered a fallacy when a combination of statements, ideas, or features of a situation are opposed to one another.

Line of Reasoning: a course of reasoning aimed at demonstrating a truth or falsehood; the methodical process of logical reasoning. Synonym: logical argument.

B. Argument 
We’ve just read an article and I say to you, “Alright, so what is the author’s argument?”
1. I’m asking you to state her thesis,
2. which should be stated in 1-2 sentences max,
3. and is in your own words, not quoting the text,
4. because College Board often gives texts with two-part arguments in the EOC Exam; you won’t be right if you quote the argument in one sentence.
5. Make note: in some contexts, CB uses the words argument, [main] claim, main idea, and/or thesis interchangeably.

You just wrote a 1st draft and I say to you, “Your arguments must make sense, so for peer review we’re looking at the structural choices you made in terms of organization and logic.” (multiple claims to prove the argument) 
1. I’m asking you to look at your essay’s organization,
2. because there are infinite possibilities in which you could construct and order your points and evidence,
3. and you need to understand that choice is involved to properly analyze the construction of other’s arguments.

College Board uses the word ‘argument’ in two different contexts. You need to know and understand them both and learn to know what is being asked. In short, these are two very different questions: “What is the author’s argument?” “How does the author convey her argument?”

LOOK AT THE POWERPOINT: 
What is the argument of each image:
1. 

2.

3.
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Which image best depicts the Feminism? Make an argument.  











C. Fallacy 
You do not need to know these fallacies by name, but on the EOC will you need to be able to state that read a fallacy and explain how it is a fallacy. 
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10 Common Fallacies
Everyone Should Know

Ad Hominem:

when someane attacks the person nstead o the argument

Ex:Jonny's justa supid blonde on unemployment. Why would you ever consider her
siratogy fo goting & job."

Appeal to Authority:

when a statement s considered true because it made by Someona who s considered an
“authorty”" on the topic. Ex: "My doctor says taking St John's Wart everyday wil make me
less depressed. He should know, he's a doctor!”

Appeal to Ignorance:
when a claimis considered true because i hasn't been clsproven (or vice versa). Ex; "Since
You cannol prove that Aliens do no exist,then they must exist”

Bandwagon Fallacy:
when a concept s considered true because ois of people bellev i true. Ex: "9 aut o 10
doctors agree hat Medicine X s the bes. So ihen Medicine X must be the best"

Begging the Question:
when the satementis assumed true based on the statement tsell. Ex: The Bile is e
word of God, because it says so i the Bible."

Loaded Question:
when a quesiion contains the présumption of guit. Ex: "So when exactly did you stop hiting
your wile?” (Assumes the person WAS hiting his wit).

Non Sequitor:
when a stalement’ conclusion does notfollow from s premise. Ex;
type offood, then you are neglecting your chilen's healt.”

Red Herring:

‘when someone divert the afention away from the opic to a NEW topic to throw you of and
i the argumon. Ex: So you think abortion resuls in ower crimo rates. Well weVe all see
what happened in Nevada wilh hat aborton doctor who kile i patians withdiy equip-
ment. You want ihat? You want to see palients killc n diry cinics? Then go ahead and
supportaborton.”

Slippery Slope:

When 15 assumed tha a smallstep leads 0  lrger chain reacton of ven's rosuling n @
greater impact Ex: I we lagalze abortion, then next hing you know

wellbe kiling new born babies.”

Straw Man:

when someone ignares the argument and replaces it with a distorted or exaggerated version
ofthat argument. Ex: Person A: "Evoluion sates that humans developed over a fong ime
from the same common ancesior as the gorila.”

Person B: "Everyone listen o Person 4. He's saying that we decended fom baboonsIL*

‘you dont buy this





